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BIOLOGICAL ENVIRONMENT

This dive traversed mostly soft sediment, rubble, and barren soft sediment mixed with small rocks and debris with a
small region of low elevation Lophelia pertusa habitat off Cape Canaveral. The hard coral habitat was comprised of
99% dead, low to medium relief L. pertusa. The hard coral and soft sediment habitats supported abundant attached
fauna such as hydroids, a diversity of hexactinellid sponges (e.g. Aphrocallistes sp., Farrea sp., and euplectellid
species) and demospongia sponges including an unidentified blue sponge and a few sprigs of small hydrozoan corals
(e.g. Stylasteridae). Mobile fauna included echinoid urchins, golden crabs, shrimp, rattail fish, synaphobranchid eels,
and skates.

PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT

This dive began 300 meters south of a low elevation L. pertusa area off Cape Canaveral. The submersible conducted
a circuitous traverse over soft sediment, barren soft sediment with small rocks and coral rubble habitat both before and
after exploring a small, flat hard coral habitat with attached fauna. The coral habitat consisted of low to medium relief,
99% dead L. pertusa interspersed with patches of soft sediment.

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS

Original dives are on mini DVs that were transferred to digital and stored on an external hard drive. Video quality was
clear with brief sections of video too dark to discern habitat type. Suction samples and punch cores for sediment were
taken along with collections of dead L. pertusa, a skate, and a synaphobranchid eel.
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Plots of CTD data recorded during submersible dive JSL-2009-Atl-3717 (15 Aug 2009) off Cape Canaveral, FL.



