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Extreme Corals 2010
SW Ross?, SD Brooke

Center for Marine Science, 5600 Marvin Moss
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Mapping of deep coral banks, ecological studies
of macroinvertebrates and fishes, paleoclimate
studies, coral genetics and education outreach
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STUDY AREA: West Florida Slope
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IMAGE GALLERY *indicates image position is approximated
Image B: Rock Ledge - Image C: Pavement - Barren Image D: Hard Corals -
with Attached Fauna 26°12.236"' N, 84° 43.756' W with Attached Fauna
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BIOLOGICAL ENVIRONMENT

Of all the dives in this area, this particular dive encountered generally fewer fishes and invertebrates even though there
was well developed habitat. Nezumia spp., and Laemonema spp. were the most common fishes, while golden crabs,
crinoids, and squid were the most abundant mobile invertebrates. This dive covered a diversity of habitats ranging from
soft substrate to rocks to high Lophelia pertusa cover areas. Lophelia pertusa was the dominant sessile invertebrate,
but other corals (Madrepora oculata, cup corals, alcyonaceans) also occurred frequently. In places there was a high
percentage of living coral (tops of mounds or ridges), but overall most of the coral cover was dead.

PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT

Soft substrates surrounded rocky areas with varying profiles of < 0.5 m to over 2 m. In places there appeared to be
bioherm formation (by L. pertusa) which often overlapped the rocky areas. There were some areas of dense living L.
pertusa development. Currents did not appear to be strong. The overall appearance was a patchwork of sand, rocks,
and coral.

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS

Video is stored on a Mac-formatted external hard drive. Video time in GMT. Video quality during this dive was poor,
with segments missing and with poor lighting. Color balance was also not properly set.
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Plots of CTD data recorded during ROV dive ROV-2010-RB-542 (10 Nov 2010) off West Florida Slope.



