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BIOLOGICAL ENVIRONMENT

Coral ridges were comprised of moderate to high relief 90% dead Enallopsammia profunda with 10% live distal tips
interrupted by valleys of soft sediment and coral rubble. The hard coral habitats supported attached fauna such as
abundant small hydrozoan corals (e.g. Stylasteridae), aggregations of Anthomastus spp., purple Stoloniferan
octocorals, gorgonians, and hexactinellid sponges. Mobile fauna included crinoids, Bathynectes sp., Atlantic deep
lobsters, shrimp, eels, rattail fish and a dogfish. Fauna were difficult to identify from a distance due to high
concentrations of flocculent in the water.

PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT

The habitat at the base of this Florida Strait bioherm was soft substrate with low relief coral rubble. The bioherm
consisted of frequent ridges of hard coral interspersed with valleys of soft sediment and coral rubble. Moderate and
high relief hard coral habitat increased with elevation and was comprised of 90 -100% dead E. profunda with and
without significant attached fauna.

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS

Original dives are on mini DVs transfer to digital on a mini DV reader and stored on an external hard drive. Video
quality was mostly clear though visibility was poor at a distance due to flocculent in the water. The few sections of
unusable footage were places where the submersible coasted over periodic soft sediment and coral rubble valleys or
where the bow scientist turned the camera off for short intervals. Collections were taken of E. profunda, Stylasteridae,
a purple Stoloniferan octocoral, an orange gorgonian, a hexactinellid sponge, and water samples.
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