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Analysis

An extensive high chlorophyll event along the Mississippi Delta and
extending from Baratarra Bay to the Mississippi Sound began in early
May. Imagery shows it was not present on April 27 and was extensive
by May 6. Samples collected by the state of Louisiana and LUMCON
indicate that the event appears to be a result of a combination of a non-
toxic diatom bloom with a "mucousy-sediment type" slurry. This may
be caused by a combination of Trichodesmium and the brown diatoms
(most likely Guinardia delicatatula). Although the event appears to be
non-toxic, it is a concern as large blooms like this can lead to low oxy-
gen events in the bottom waters, which was observed off Atchafalaya
and Terrebonne Bay in April (18-19) and May (13) samples. The event
is continuing with high chlorophyll around the Delta on May 24. A
bloom, probably of similar characteristics, is developing in Mississippi
Sound.

-Tomlinson

Please note the following restrictions on all SeaWiFS imagery derived

from CoastWatch.

1. These data are restricted to civil marine applications only; i.e. federal,
state, and local government use/distribution is permitted .

2. Distribution for military, international, or commercial purposes is NOT
permitted.

3. There are restrictions on Internet/Web/public posting of these data.

4. Image products may be published in newspapers. Any other publishing
arrangements must receive OrbImage approval via the CoastWatch Pro-
gram.
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Cell concentration sampling data from May 20, 2004 shown as red squares (high), red triangles (medium),
red diamonds (low b), red circles (low a), orange circles (very low b), yellow circles (very low a), green cir-
cles (present), and black "X" (not present).

10 - Wind conditions from Dauphin Island, AL
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Wind speed and direction are averaged over 12 hours from measurements made on NOAA

buoys. Length of line indicates speed; angle indicates direction. Red indicates that the wind
direction favors upwelling near the coast.

Winds have persistently been southerly to southeasterly since May 9.
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